
 

 

Next Step News  

SISTERS of  ST. JOSEPH of ST. AUGUSTINE, FL  

WǳƴŜΣ нлмс 

St. Joseph Academy Class of  2016 graduated 72 seniors at Flagler College Auditorium on May 
22nd.  Thirty-two graduates received Summa Cum Laude honors.   
 

Those addressing the graduates included principal Todd DeClemente, 
Bishop Felipe Estévez, Sister Jane Stoecker and the unique combination of  
5 valedictorians, filling the auditorium with words of  faith, service and 
passion. 
 

Sister Jane delivered the commencement address, encouraging students to 
listen to their calling.  òDo not be afraid of your call and your mission in 
life,ó she said.  òThe more you dream, the more you reflect, the clearer will 
be the call.  You are the worldõs best dreamers!ó 
 

In addition to their academic performance and involvement in school 
activities and clubs,  the students at St. Josephõs logged over 13,000 hours 
of  community service in St. Augustine, St. Croix and the Dominican 
Republic where, literally, lives were changed.  
 

!ŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DǊŀŘǳŀǝƴƎ /ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нлмс 

The month of  May brought out some special talent 
from our Lourdes Sisters, along with Sister Grace 
Parker from the Motherhouse.  Sisters Eileen Marie, 
Beatrice, Alexis, Joan of  Arc and Sister Grace all 
participated in Our Lady of  Lourdes Angel Cap 
project.  This outreach project was another example 
of how our òretiredó Sisters care for the dear 
neighbor.   
 

These knitted and crocheted baby hats will be 
donated to Flagler Hospital for their baby nursery, 
particularly the intensive care nursery where babies 

stay such a long time and families long to have them wear non-hospital clothing, if  possible.  
Most of  these Sisters were taught needlework skills at a very young age and are happy to have an 
opportunity to share their talent in this way.  These little caps will be worn by little ones and 
enjoyed by their families.  Each one has a tag that reads, òHandmade by the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of St. Augustine.ó 

/ŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aƻǎǘ ±ǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ 
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[ŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǎ [ŜŀǾŜƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
From April 14-18th, the U.S. Federation of  the 
Sisters of  St. Joseph held the second gathering of  
the third and final class of  Leaders as Leaven 
Program held in Latham, New York.  Sisters 
Diane Couture and Carol Stovall were participants 
in the third year class.  Sister Carolyn Tucker 
served as a mentor for a Sister from another 
congregation.   
 
"Leaders as Leavenó was developed for the 
younger members of  the C/SSJ congregations as 
a yearly program to bring about personal spiritual 
growth and to develop leadership skills while 
fostering a deep love and commitment to the    
C/SSJ congregations' mission and charism.       

{Φ 5ƛŀƴŜ /ƻǳǘǳǊŜ 

{Φ /ŀǊƻƭ {ǘƻǾŀƭƭ 

{Φ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴ ¢ǳŎƪŜǊ 

On May 5th Sister St. Margaret Zapf  was honored 
with more than sixty other women and men 
celebrating 90+ years of  age.  The Council on 
Aging hosted a Centenarian Luncheon for those 
who have reached this remarkable milestone.  
Sisters Margaret Jeanne and Jane accompanied 
Sister St. Margaret as she proudly remembers 98 
years of  life.  She looks forward to her 99th ! 

This yearõs gathering featured talks by Sister 
Nancy Conway, CSJ, on the òArt of Conflict 
Management,ó Sister Maryellen Kane, CSJ, on 
òLeadership for Multi-Culturalism in a World of  
Diversity,ó and Sister Janet Mock, CSJ, on 
òKeeping the Leaven Alive.ó 

Sisters St. Margaret and Lyn Payette enjoy an opportunity to help 
spruce up the furniture as they sand off  the scratches and old varnish 
from this chair.  Margaret Zarka, weekend cook and volunteer,  relishes 
in the Sistersõ joy and enthusiasm. 
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Sister Josephine Deleage was born in Ste. Sigolene, France, 
and professed her vows in 1850.  Shortly after her arrival in 
Florida, she was sent to Savannah to teach African 
American children.  In 1878 Sister was one of  the three 
Sisters to begin a new mission in Jacksonville.  In 1888, she 
volunteered to nurse yellow fever victims in Jacksonville.  
She returned to France in 1900 only to volunteer to join 
another colony of  Sisters to Fall River, MA, in 1903.  At 
that time Sister was 73 years of  age---a true missionary! 

Legacy of Faith  1866-2016  

On May 22nd, the St. Augustine Art Association 
presented "Brave Women: 150 Years of  
Courage," a concert and reception honoring the 
150th Anniversary of  the Sisters of  St. Joseph.  
The performance by Cantore St. Augustine, 
under the direction of  Mary Jane Ballou, a 
specialist in chant and polyphony, crafted a rich 
program of  song, readings and images to 
highlight the Sisters' arrival and works of  mercy 
in St. Augustine during the 19th and 20th 
centuries.  The musical journey spanned 
centuries to include Latin, French and English 
chants, spirituals and even Stephen Foster.  Many 
Sisters were in attendance to meet and greet the 
audience.   

The exhibit of  original works of  art produced over the centuries by the Sisters and displayed so 
elegantly in the Gallery included pottery, paintings, icons, hand painted porcelain, lace, basketry, 
tapestries and more. 
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Pope Francis challenges us to have  
Apostolic zeal , because no one changes the 

world by doing things out of  obligation.  


